Lth OCTOPER 1988 - SACRIFICE % CAROLINE FAROZINE SKEEN BUTLER

As full time missionaries our personal and companion gospel study outline
for this week is SACRIFICE. As Sister Eutler and I discussed this I made the
statement that my great grandmother, Caroline Farozine Skeen Butler, was one
of the greatest examples of sacrifice. Although I have none of the written
acdounts with me here in Merced, CA., I would like to give the following from
memory concerning her life. ‘

Caroline would have been born approximately in 1810, in Northern Tennessee,
just south of Simpson County, Xentucky, to Jesse Skeen and Keziah Taylor. Jesre
was a wealthy plantation owner, and had 2 number of slaves. Caroline was
reared under a pampered condition that it was said that she did not comb her
own X¥xe hair from the time of birth until marrisge.

About 1830 John Lowe Butler of Simpson County, Kentucky, wooed and won the
heart of Caroline, and they were married. They were given a slave couple as
a wedding gift from the Skeens, but John, having no love for slavery, gave them
their freedom, creating a lifelong emnity with the Jesse Skeen family. The
Butlers, John and Caroline, then settled down to a normal community life in
Simpson County, where John taught school, and acted as a lay minister in the
Baptist church. Children scon came into their home: Kenyon Taylor, William,
and Charity, however, Willlam died as a baby. Caroline, the pammered daughter,
was now a busy mother with no slaves to help. John, upon the death of his
father, now had responsibility for his mother, Chsrity Lowe Butler, and his
three younger brothers, and younger sister, Idmund Ray, James Morgan, Lorenzo
Dow, and Lucy Ann, Their father, James, had instructed them in blacksmithing,
but John had taken up teaching due to early heart problems,

In March, 1835, Elders from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latier-day Saints,
Mormons, came into their community, and John Lowe, brother of John's mother,
Charity, invited them to preach in his home. John attended the meetings, and
invited the missionaries into his home. Two weeks later John and Caroline were
baptized. Carcline had a testimony, and supporied John all the way, even though
her father was bitterly opposed to Mormonism. James Emmett, one of the
missionaries, became a close friend of John and Caroline, and their lives were
much tied to him from that time until 1847. John's mother, Charity, along with
the three younger sons and daughter, joined the Hormons soon after John joined.

In the spring of 1836 the Butlers, along with others ingﬁb% community who
had joined the Chmmch, sold all their houses and lands, andvtheir wagons and

ox teams pioneered into Missouri, arriving at Father Allred's home in Clay
County in late spring or early summer. The Butlers were relatively well off
financially at this time. The Saintg had just been expelled from Jackson
County, Missouri, and had been forced to settle in Clay County. Soon they

were forced from Clay County, and moved northeast into Caldwell and Daviess
Countys where they established the cities of I'ar West and Diahman. The Butlers
settled at Diahman in Daviess County, and at the county seat, Gallitan, on
August 6, 1838, John was involved in standing off a mob at the polls. At

the counsel of Uhe Prophet Joseph Omith, John hestily moved his family from
Diahman to Far West, with the mob burning his home just hours after leaving it.
I picture @aroline with her small babies being hastily loaded into the wagons
and fleeing the mobs,

John took an assumed name in Far West, and was hunted by the moblLsters, sc
he escaped the city by night, and fled on foot in November snd December weather
to Quiney, Illinois, where he taught school to prowide for his means., Charity,
with her children, John's mother, and cthers, followed John to Tllinois, during
the winter time, and Carcline went theough much suffering and hardship to reach
Q“incy .
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After the family was reunited John rented some land and planted a crop, and
then went on a Church mission. The Prophet was in Liberty jail at the time.
When the Prophet escaped, or was reldesed, he went to Gommerce, Illinois, where
he purchased a large tract of land, and began the city that beceme Nauvoo. When
John returned from his mission he went to Commerce, met with the Prophet, and
was invited by the Brophet to stay in his home while John would build a home for
his family and move them to Nauvoo. This came as a result of the Prophet's
question, Wohn, what are your plans?%, The answer, "I want to be where you srel"

By 18L0 the Butlers were securely settled in Nauvoo, and from then until the
Prophet's martrydom I would presume it was likely the happiest time of Caroline's
life, The Butlers were close to the leadership of the Church. John was called
as a bodyguard to the Brophet, and was close to the daily events of the Chmuch,
In 1812 John, leaving his family in Nauvoo, took team and buggy and drove to
Kentucky and Tennessee to viegit the Butlers and Skeens. When he returned to
Nauvoo he brought with bhim Caroline's sister, Charity, who was the only other
marber of the Skeen family to join the Church. Charity was hearing impaired, being
deaf and mute. Charity lived in their home, and was sealed to John as his second
wife., Thus John was one of the firet to accept the doctrine of plural marriasge.
I would 1ike to have had Ceroline's feelings exvressed in this regard.

Following the martrydom of the Prophet in June, 18L), James Emmett, the man
who had baptized John and Caroline, approached them with the idea that the
Church was now ended with the death of the Prophet, and wanted them to go with
him to California, for the Oregon Trail was open, and people were going west.
dohn and Caroline refused, howver, when Emmett persisted and lead about 100
people to Iowa City preparatory to going on west, Brigham Young called Jchn and
his family to join Emmett and use their influence to bring them back into the
Church.

Thus, in the fall of 18L) we find John, Caroline, Charity and the family,
Jeaving their comfortsble home in Nauvoo, and in the cold westher joiring the
Emmett Company at Iowa City, and enduring much hardship.

In 1845 the Emmett Company moved westward to Fort Vermillion, in the
Southeast corner of what is now South Dakota, but, likely to the influence
of the Butlers did not po further., It was here, in the fall of 18L5, that
two brethren, Fullmer and Reynolde (Sherwood), ceme representing Brigham Young,
abking for Emmett to come with them to meet with the Chmrch officials in Nauvoo.
Emmett refused, but Butler returned with them when he elicited a promise from
Emmett to care for his wives and family, Thus Caroline, Charity and the children
were left without a husbsnds prpbection in the harsh winter of 18L5-L6, with
teenager Kenyon Taylor being the man of the family. John did not return until
late spring of 18L6, and when he xmipmme returned he found Emmett gone, and his
family nearly starved. If it had not been for the kindness of “Grandma Squaw",
a loving Indian woman who adopted them, they may not have survived.

John then took charge of the Emmett Company, and started them Southwestward
to join with the other companies, the Young and Kimball Companies, to go to
the Focky Mountains. When the Companies reached Grend Island, Nebrasks, word
came that they should go no further, but to stay at FPawnee Village. Unknown
to Brigham Young was that the Sioux had killed the Pawnee, and burned their
village and grass lands. Fonca Indians from the Vérmillion arvea, invited them
to return with them to the Poncs lands where the Niolbrara River enters the
Missbori River, where there was plenty of feed for thelr stock. So once again
Caroline and family winter along the Missourli, but this time John is with them.
It is here at Niobrara that Newell Knight, one of the Company commanders, and
many others died that difficult winter,

With Spring of 1847 the Companies joined the Saints &t Winter Quarters, where
Brigham counselled John and Caroline, his mother and brothers, to stay behind
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because of their extreme poverty caused by their association with the Emmett
Compary, and to use tleir smithing talents to help the Saints go west. Brigham
Young would send for them at the proper time.

While John had wintered with the Saints in Neuvoo in the winter of 18h5-hé
he had worked in the Nauvoo Temple, helping to finish it, and was among the
first set apart temple workers, Here he married Sarah Lancaster and her
daughter, Sarah Lancasster, having them sealed to him in the temple. When John
left in April Sarah's mother, Sarah, returned to Illinois, for she was in her
seventies, and did not feel capable of going west. John took the younger Sarah
with him to join with Caroline and the fa+ily., At this time the brothers of
Caroline and Charity came from Tennessee, and Charity returned with them to join
with another desf and mute sister that needed her help.

The five yearsﬂ%estarn Towa on the frontier were not easy years for Caroline,
as her family increased to ten children glive. One more was to be born in Utah,
John's mother, Charity Lowe Butler, died and was buried st Pottowstompe., His
brother, Edmund Ray, also died, and John tells of how he was buried in the
burial ground of the Saints. The other brothers, Jemes Morgan and Lorenzo Dow,
settled on the rich Iowa lands, and when the call came in 1852 from Rrigham
Young to join the Saints in Utsh, they refused to go, and stayed behind. Lucy
Ann had married Reuben Allred, and was already in Utah,

Thue, in the spring of 1852 John, Carclire, Sarsh and the children, were
assigned %o go with the Eli Kelsey Company to the Crzst Salt Leke Valley, Jchn
was assigned as Company blacksmith. OCaroline had tahght her older daughters
well, and they were of great help with the younger chilcdren. Little John Jr.,
only eight, blessed by the Prophet Joseph just months before the martrydom,
walked most of the way driving cattle. Sarsh appeared to be of grest help
to the family, and was a very capable woman--she never bore a child,.

Getting settled in Utah had great difficulties. The Indians stolgd most
of their stock, and John had tc leave his family while he went to OGreen
River one sumer, and Furt Bridger another summer, to do blacksmithing 2long
the Trails to recoup his fortune. This Jeft REEENYKEE Caroline home with the
children, and to bear her last child, Alveretta Farozine, ™y heart crys out
as I read of the difficult times before John could get established.

After four yeers in Utsh, in 1856, John had became established in the
Palmyra Settlements, salong the Spanish Fork River, snd was eslled to be the
bishop. I would have thought the next few years, until 1860 when John died,
would have been more choice yeers for Carolinre. However, John, following the
counsel of the brethren, took four more woman as wives, having them sealed
to him in the Endowment House. One wife he gave a writ of divorcement, by
two of the others he had three children., It is my feeling that this was very
difficult for Caroline to fully accept.

After John's death in 1860 Caroline stayed for a time in Spanich Fork.
The older children were married, end she would have been enjoying some of her
grandchildren, However, the cther four wives were there, two of them socon
remarrying, and Caroline felt the urge to get away. About 1866, John Jr,
would have been the oldest not married, slong with HMames, Thomas, Alveretta,
and others, the family decided to go south to Panguitch and settle. This
they did under the matriarchy of Carolihe. Indizn problems in Panguitch
socn caused them %o move to Parowan for 2 couple of years, and then to return
to Panguitch., John, James and Thomas formed the famous Butler Bros.
‘oranization, running Morgan horses and sheeep, with s ranch near Penguitch
Lake. John met Nancy Franzettas Smith, dsughter of the first and former
stake president of Parowan while there, and they were married, Later, James

and the girls married, but Thomas remained single, caring for his mother,
and doing missionary work.
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My father, John Lowe Butler III was born June 5, 1874, the eldest child of
John Lowe Butler II and Nancy Franzetta Smith, at Panguitch, Utah. It was about
1880 the Butler Bros. brcke up their partrership, and John & Nancy moved to the
area south of Richfield, Utsh. I do not know the year Caroline died, but they
returned her body to Spanish Fork, to be buried beside her husband., It is of record.

As T think of this little grandmother who came from the sheltered care of a
weallhy home, who faithfully and unitedly followed the difficult course set by
her frontiersman husband, never deviating but true in every respect, I feel =
certain gwe that this is my heritage. ©he set an examnle of loyalty, obediente,
kindness, cheerfulness, diligence, faith, and virtue, for her posterity that we
should all take time to ponder, and to emlate,

From all T have read or been told agbont Oaroline Farozine Skeen Butler she
was one of Heavenly Fother's choicest spirits, and I am grateful to know that
she is my progenitor. It is fitting that she should be the great grendmother
of an apostle of the Lord, even Elder Bruce Redd McConkie, whose grandmother
was Keziah Jane Butler Redd, Caroline's daughter.

To me che was the epitome of sacrifice in a time when sacrifice was so 8ften
called for by the Saints as they established themselves in the land. I honor her,

fider Ross rin Butler
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