
4th OCTOBER 1988------------~CRIFlGE * CAROLINE FAROZINE SKEEN BUTLER 

As full time missionaries our personal Bnd companion gospel stuay outline 
for t his week is SACRIFI CE . As Sister Eutler and I discussed this I mad~ the 
statement t hat my great grandnother, Carol ine F'arozine Skeen But.lflr , was one 
of t he grea test examples of sacrifice. Although I hflVS none of t he written 
a cdounts with me hero i n Merced, CA. , I wuld like t o gi ve t he f ollowing from 
memory concerning her life . 

Caroline Houl d ha ve been born appr oxima tely in 1810, in Northern Tennessee , 
j us t south of Simps on County , Kentuc ky , to Jesse Skee n llud Keziah Taylor. Jesr's 
was a wealthy pl antation owner , and had a number of s l aves. Car oline was 
r ear ed under A pa~red cond i tion that it was said tha t she did n ot c omb her 
own ii:bJf hair fr om the time of birth until marriage . 

About 18) 0 John LovJe Btlt l er of Simpson County, Kentucky, wooed and won t he 
hear t of Cnroline , and t hey were marr ied . They were gi vC'n a slave cOllple as 
a weddi ng gift from t he Skeens , but John , having no l oVe f or slavl3r~v , gave them 
their freedom , cre£lting a l ife long cmnity wit,h the JI3F: 5C Skeen famiJy . The 
Butl er s , John a nd Caroline, t hen settl Bd d~m to a normal communi ty l i f e in 
Simpson Count y , where J ohn t aught sch ~)ol, and ac ted ao a lay mini s ter in the 
Baptist church . Chil dre n s oon came i nto t hei.r hOI1lf! : Kenyon Tayl or , Wi lHam, 
and Chflrity, hO'.lever , Hilliam died fl S a baby. Caroline , the paJ:Ifloved daughtc~·, 
was now a busy mother with no slave~ t o help . John, upon t he death of his 
f ather, now had responsi bility for his mother , Charity Lowe Eutlur , a nd his 
three younge r brothers , and younger sister , j~dmund Hay, James Horga n , Lorenzo 
Dow , and Lucy Ann . Their father, Jame~ , had :i.nfitructed t hem in blacksmithing, 
but John had t.aken up tflachj.nG duE'!. to early heart problems . 

In March, 1835, Elders from the Churc h of Jesus Chr i st of Latter-day Saints , 
Mormons, came int o their co'~nunity , and J ohn Lowe , brother of J ohn 1s mother , 
Char ity, ir.vited t hem t o pre:aeh in his home . J ohn attended t he Illeetings , a nd 
invit.ed ·t he miss ionari es int o his home . Two ~oeks l ater J ohn and Caroline liere 
baptized . Cllrol1ne bad a testimony, and supported John all the way , even though 
her f a the r was bitterly opposed t o Hormonisill . J ames Eranett, on3 of the 
miasi onerie s, 'became B clos e friend of J ohn and Caroline , and their li vee wore 
DUlch t i ed to him f r nm t hat t i me until 1847 . J ohn 1 s illother , Charity, along wi th 
t he t hree younger Bans alld daughter, joined the Mor mons s oon after John joined . 

In t ho spring of 18)6 t he Butlers , al ong with others in .}~ c ommunity wh o 
had j oined t he Chnnch , sold all their houses and l ands , a nd".Jit;eir wagons and 
ox t eams pioneer od i nto Hi s s ouri, arr i vi ng a t Father All r ed ' s home in Cl ay 
County i n late spring or early Buriar.er ., The But l ers were relativ(~ly well off 
f inancial ly at t his time . The Saint s had j ust bee n expel l ed fr am Jacks on 
County , Missouri, and had been force d t o settl e in Clay Count y . Soon t hey 
were f or ced from Cl ay County, and movod northeast into Caldwel l and nav ioss 
Count ys where t hey establ ished the cities of Far West a nd Diahma n . 'l'he But l ers 
settled .:It Dishman i n Daviess Count.y , and at tho coun t y seat , Galli tan , on 
August 6 , 18)8 , John was invol ved in s t anding off a mob a t t he p .Jlls . At 
t he counsel of the Prophet J oseph Smith , John hasti l y moved hi s family from 
Diahman to Far Hest, wi th t he mob burning his home j ust hours afte r l eaving i t . 
I pic t ure learol ine with he r smail babies being ha s t i ly loaded i nto the wagons 
and fle eing the mobs. 

J ohn took an assumed name i n Far ""lest, and 'Was hunted by the mobus t er s , Be 
he encoped the city by night, and fled on foot in Nove mber and De cambAr weather 
to Qui ncy , Ill i nois , where he taught school t o provide for his means. Charity, 
with her chil dren , John l s mother , a nd et hers , f ollowed John t o Illinois, during 
the wi nter time , and Caroline went thlJough much Buffering end hardship to reach 
Quincy. 
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After the f amily waB reuni ted John rented sana l and and pl anted a cr op, and 
t hen went on e Church mission. The Prophet was in I .. i ber ty joil at the time . 
When the Prophet Ascaped , or was r eliosed , he went to Commerce, Ill i nois , where 
he purchased a l arge tract of 1aOO, and began the city that beCflme N3UVOO. l-lhen 
John returned iTem his mission he went t o COI'I1W!rce , met with the Prophet, and 
wes invited by t he Brophet t o stay in hie home ,.,hile John .,ould build a home for 
his family and move them tQ Nauvoo . This came as a result of the Prophet's 
question , "John, l>lhat are your plans?lI, The answer , rl I want to be where you are !" 

By 1840 the Butlers were securely Bottled in Nauvoo, and fran t hen until the 
Prophet ' s martrydom I ,"JOuId presume it was likely the happiest tiloo of Caroline ' s 
life . 'rhe Butlers 'uere close to the leadership of t .. he Church . John was called 
as 0 bodyguard to the Rrophet, and was close to t he daily events of t he Chnvch . 
In 1842 John , l eaving his famiJ.;v in Nauvoo, took team and buggy and drove to 
Kentuc ky and Tennessee t o vis it the Butlers Bnd Skeens . When he r eturned to 
Nauv oo he brought with him Caroline ' s sister , Charity, w}1o was the onl y other 
maMbar of the Skeen family to join the Church . Charity was heari np, tmpaired , being 
asa.r and mute. Charity lived in their home , and wag scaled to ,John as his second 
wire . Tr'us John W{lS one of the firHt to accept the doctrine of plur al marriage . 
I would like t o hsve hnd C~roline ' s foelings exnressed in this regar d . 

Following t he martrydom of the Prophet in June , l8W .. , James Er:rnett , the man 
who hod baotized John and Caroline, approached t.hem with the i dea that the 
Church was now ended with t he death of 1.he Prophet , and wanted them to go 'With 
him to California, for the Oregon '1'1-a11 was open, and people were going west. 
John and CBTol-:'ne r efused, hawver , when Ermett persisted arid lead about 100 
people to Iowa City preparat ory t o going on west , Brigham Ycwung called John and 
his family t o join Emmett and UBC their influer.ce to bring t hem back i nto the 
Church . 

Thus, in the fall of 1844 we find John, Car oline , Charity and tho family , 
l eaving their comfortable home in NtlUvoO, and in the cold weather joir.ing t he 
Emmet t Ccrnpany at I owa City, and enduring much hardship . 

I n 184.5 the Emmett, Company moved weablard to Fort Ver million , in the 
Southeast corner of whet is now South Dakota , but , likely to the influence 
of th ft Butlers did not eo further. It was here , in tbe fall of 1845 , thst 
two bre thren, Fullmer aoo Reynolds (Shenlood.) , came representing Brigham Young , 
a~~ing f or Emmett to come with them to mP.pt with the Church officiala i n Nauvoo. 
Enunett refused , but Butler returned with them when he elicitR.d a prml1.1ee fl"om 
Enunett t o earp. for his wives and famil y . Thus Caroline, Charit..y bnd the children 
were lett wit .. hout a husbands pl"Dooction in the harsh w:i nter of lBL.5- h6 , with 
teenager Kenyon Taylor being the man of the family . John did not r etnrn unti l 
late spring of 1846, am llhen he :uduuo!ie returned he f 01Jnd Errmett gone , And hi s 
family nearly Rtarved . 1£ it had not been for the kindness of "Grandmll SqUBW", 
a lovtng Indian womnn who adopted them, they may not have survi ved . 

John them took charge of the Emmett CanpsllY, and started them Southwestward 
to join ~ith the othol' c01l1panies , the Young and Kimball Companies , t o go to 
the Rocky HOllntains . When the Conpanies r eached Grand I s land , Nebraska , word 
C8lM tha t they should go no further , but to stay at Pawnee Village . Unknown 
to Brigham Young was that t,he Sioux had killed t he Pawnee, am bur ned their 
village and grass lands . Ponca I ndiflns ±'rom t he Vermillion area , invited them 
to return with t.hem to the Ponca lands where the Niobrara River enters the 
)~iss:bori Rlvor, where there was pl enty of feed for their stock . So once aga i n 
Carol ine and family winter along t he Hissouri, but tt lie time Jobn is wtth them . 
It is here at Niobrara. that Newel l Knit!ht , one of t.he Company commanders, and 
many others di ed that dif£icult winter . 

With 5prine of 18h7 the Companies joined the Saints at W1.nter Quarters , where 
Bri gham counselled John and Caroline, hi s mother lind brothers , to s tay behind 
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becaus e of t he ir extrollle p overty caused by their associ ation with the Enrmett 
Canpa rw, and to use t he ir 8mithing t alents to help the Saints go west . Brigham 
Young 'Would send for then at the pr oper tiMe .. 

While John had wintered with the Sil l nt s in Nauvoo in the 'Winter ot 18L.5-h6 
he had worked in the Nauvoo Temple , helpine t o fi nish it, and was among the 
first set apart temple workers . Here he married Sarah Lancaster ann her 
daught(lr , Sarah Lancaster , having them seal ed to him in the temple . When John 
l eft in April SaralJts mother , Sar8h , r eturned to lllinois, for she USB in her 
s~ventleD , and did not feel capabl e of going wost . John took the ymlngcr Sarah 
wit h him to join with Caroline and t he f3 "":11v . At t his time the brother8 of 
Carol ine ann Charity came trcm Tennessee , a nd Charity returned 'With them. t o j oil} 
with another deaf am Dlute sister that needed her help . 

Tho five ye8r~~e!1t.ern Iowa on the f rontier \·fe~C not easy years for Car ol i ne , 
as her faDilv i ncr e ased t o ten chi ldren el ive . One More was t o be born in Utah . 
J olin t 8 mother , Chnri ty Latle Butlor , died and "Ins buri ed .;t Pottawstc.-tIje . His 
brothel' , F.dnnmd Ray, also died , and J ohn tells of hot: be uas buried i n the 
burial gl'o'md of t be Saints . The ot her brothers , J smeR Horgvn ami Lorenzo Dow , 
settled o~ the rich I owa lands , 0 . when t he call CBWoe in 1852 from Brteham 
Younc to join the Saints in Utah , they r efuGed to go, aoo stayed behim. LtlCY 
Ann had marriEd Reuben Allred , end was alre~dy in Utah. 

Thus , in t he spring of 1852 John, Caroli r e , Sara h and the children, liere 
ass1g'ned to go ,,11th the Eli Kelsey Company to the C-T{"st Salt !.eke Valley. Jchn 
.... 188 assigned as CO::1pllny blacksr.rl. th . C"r'lline had tabght her ol der daughters 
well , and they \·jere of croat help with t.he younCer chil (:ren . Litt l e John Jr ., 
only eight , blessed by the Prophet Joseph just months before t he mar trydom, 
"Wal ked most of the way driving cattle . Ssrsh appeAred to be of gres t help 
t o the family, and was a vary capable wc:rnan- .. she never bore II child . 

Get t ing settled in Utah hed great difficulties . The Indi ans stole most 
of their stock, and John had to l eave his f amily while he went to Green 
River one Bunner, a nd Fort Br1dg<"!r anothE'r sU"mler , to do bl a ch."sI:U thing along 
t he '!'roils to recoup his for tur.e . Tl->iD left UED(n0ii6 Carol ine hane wi th t he 
children, and to benr ter last ch'; ld, f.lvp.retta Far ozine . My hear t cryn ou t 
as I road of the difficult tir.os before John could r,et es tablished . 

AftnI' feur year s in Utah , in l A56, John had became establis hed in the 
Pal myra Settlefl'ents , along the Spani s h Fork Rivpr . and "WAS call fJd to be t he 
bishop. I "W mlld have th ought the next few }lenTS , unt il 1860 when John di ed , 
"Would have been more ci"oi ce years f'or Car ol ine . Hanever, John, folIo-om ng the 
c ounsel of th r brethren, t ook four mare "Woman as "W5.ves , having theM seal ed 
to h11-:1. in the Er.dCl\-o~nt House . One wife he gavr. a wri.t cf divorceT".ent, by 
two of the other s he had three children . I t is my f eeli ng tha t t.hi ~ was v"'Ty 
diffi(:ul t far Carol ine to f\!11y accept. 

After John ' s death in 1860 Cnr oline stayed t ar a time i n Spanit:h Fork . 
The older chi l dren were married , ond she would have been enj oying some of her 
grandch i l dren . However, the ether f o\."'T wi ves wer e ther e , t wo of them soon 
remarrying , and Car oline felt the urge to get away . About 1866, John Jr . 
~ould hAVC been t he ol dest not ~rried , along with lames, Thomas , Alveretta , 
am other s , the fam.ily decided to go south t o Panguitch and settle . This 
t hey did under t he matri archy of Csrolihe . I ndiE.n probl ems i n Pllngu1tch 
soon cnuscd them t o move to Parowan for a coupl e of years , and then to return 
to Panguit ch. John , James and Thomas f ormed t he f amoua BuUe::r Bros • 

. Drsnizati on, running Hor[~lll) horses Slxl sheeep , \lith a ranch near Panguitch 
Lake . John Dlet r!ancy Fr anzett a SMith, daughter of t he firs t and tormer 
stake president of Parm-Ian while t her e , DneJ they were married. r~oter , J ames 
and the girl s married , but Thor.l8s remained single , caring fGl' his mother , 
and doing missi.onary work . 
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My father , John Lrn.;~ Butler n r 'Was born J une 5, 1874, the eldest child of 
John LO\o16 Butler n and Nancy Fr.mzetta Smith , at Panguitch , Utah . I t 1I8B aOO1.1t 
1880 the Butler Bros . broke up their partner ship, find J or.n &: Nancy move d t o the 
Brea south of Richfield, Utah . I d o not knQlol t he year Carol :i.ne died , but t hey 
r eturned her body t o Spanish Fork, t o be buried besi de her husband . It i s of r ecord . 

As I think ot t his little grandnnther 'Wh o emile f'r00l the sheltered care of :J 
weal1.hy home , \~ho faithful ly and unitedl y followed t he diff icult course set by 
her frontier~man h~shAnd, fl(i V9T deviating but true i n every r Aspect , I feel 9 
c~rtain a';le thot t his is my heri.tage . 8pe set Eln fJxslltvle of l oyalty, obedientle , 
klndne fls , ch flf}ri"ulne~a , dili gE'noe , fllit,h, and virtue, for her postel 'tty that we 
should all take time to ponds:", (Ind t o emulat.e . 

Fr OOl all I h<Jv~ read or been t.old abollt Caroline Far ozine Skeen Butler she 
'WllS one of Heavenly Futhcl"s choices t spirit.s , and I am gI'Elteful t o know that 
ahe i3 my progenitor . I t is fitting t ha t Ahe ahould be the graat grandmothnr 
or un apos tle o£ the Lord , even Elder Bruce Redd NcConkie , \-lhose gl'and!'lother 
'WDS Knzbh Jane Butl er Redd , Caroline ' s daugh t er . 

To me ~he was tre cpitOlllC of sacrif'tce in 0 t ime w~en sacri f i co was so etten 
calle d for by the Saints as theyestabl iflhed themselves in the land . I honor her . 

Elder Ross !~in Butler 
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